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Trauma
A child at risk of harm
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Immediate legal 
tools and support

Protection
Protection from the 

juvenile court

The Advokids' Hotline

Protecting the rights of California foster children to safety, security, and a permanent home.

O ?

Advokids is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization

California is home to 60,000 foster children. 

1/3 are under the age of 5.

We believe in their right to safety, 
security, and a nurturing home. 

It starts with a phone call. 

Their Future is Calling

JOIN US IN CELEBRATION OF  25 
YEARS ADVOCATING FOR SAFETY, 
STABILITY, AND NURTURING FOR 
EVERY CHILD IN FOSTER CARE IN 

CALIFORNIA. 

November 9, 2019   San Francisco
Dear Friends,
Almost every day we are asked about Advokids and the 
children we serve. The key to answering is as much in the 
“why” as in the “how” we serve. Advokids fights for the 
rights of abused and neglected children because they 
cannot fight for themselves.
Unlike other judicial systems in this country, the child 
welfare “dependency” system operates with very little 
public scrutiny. The highly confidential nature of the system 
was designed to protect children from exploitation. 
However the shield of confidentiality also keeps our foster 
children outside the public eye and outside the healthy 
system of checks and balances that is critical to ensuring 
fairness and accountability.
Advokids exists because every time a child enters foster 
care we are presented with an incredible opportunity to 
make a foster child’s life better. If that is not what is 
happening, Advokids helps concerned adults step in and 
step up. Last year Advokids served over 2000 children and 
adults through its combined legal services and programs. 
Children who are abused or neglected, especially those 
ages 0-3, face tremendous challenges because when they 
experience abuse or neglect they are hit with a “triple 
impact:”
✚ The traumatic event that brought them into foster care
✚ Their inability to communicate about it
✚ Their inability to understand when the threat is gone and 
to know when they are safe.

Even though young children may not understand what is 
happening when they are abused, neglected, or experience 
the loss of a caregiver or sibling, their brains are profoundly 
affected by the event or loss. This makes children in foster 
care very vulnerable. They need emotional security, 
stability, and a devoted caregiver to overcome their 
vulnerabilities.
Every time our telephone Hotline rings, Advokids’ Hotline 
staff seizes the opportunity to intervene and help advocate 
for a foster child’s right to a childhood where their needs 
come first, and they are allowed the opportunity to have a 
life of love and happiness. What a privilege it is!

advokids.org 

Protecting the right of every foster child 
in California to safety, security, 

and a permanent home. 
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Reflections on 25 years

Please take a minute and imagine a world where every time a child is abused or neglected and enters foster care 
— a team gathers, no matter the hour of the day or night. The county social worker, a child mental health spe-
cialist, and a pediatrician, along with family members and nonrelated family members share all of the information 
they have about the child—his/her current medical and emotional needs, history of adversity, fears, vulnerabilities, 
behaviors, and a list of who the child looks to for safety and support. This team comes together and makes a plan to 
ensure what the The Center For Disease Control calls “The Essentials of Childhood:
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Dear Friends,

Please take a minute and imagine a world where every 
time a child is abused or neglected and enters foster care 
— a team gathers, no matter the hour of the day or night. 
The county social worker, a child mental health specialist, 
and a pediatrician, along with family members and non-
related family members share all of the information they 
have about the child—his/her current medical and 
emotional needs, history of adversity, fears, vulnerabilities, 
behaviors, and a list of who the child  looks to for safety 
and support. This team comes together and makes a plan 
to ensure what the The Center For Disease Control calls 
“The Essentials of Childhood:

+ Safety: The extent to which a child is free from fear 
and secure from physical or psychological harm
+ Stability: The degree of predictability and consistency 
in a child’s social, emotional, and physical environment
+ Nurturing: The extent to which a parent or caregiver is 
available and able to sensitively and consistently 
respond to and meet the needs of the child.

The team stays on board and hovers to ensure that the 
child continues to heal and thrive.   

For the majority of foster children in California, this “dream 
team” doesn’t exist. We know from the 1,022 children’s 
stories we heard on Advokids’ Free Telephone Hotline 
intake over the last 12 months, that when a young child’s 
“essentials” are threatened and a child is exhibiting signs of 
stress and trauma, their caregivers, aunties, grandmas, 
treating pediatricians, and therapists who call us often have 

no idea what to do or who to call about their concerns for 
the child.

Our hotline legal and social work staff work everyday to 
create, inform and support “dream teams” for foster 
children and help them bring valuable and expert 
information about the child’s stress indicators, and risks 
and needs to the attention of the juvenile court. Advokids’ 
Hotline provides a rapid response because we know that 
 when one of a child’s “essential” needs are not being met, 
children experience stress that can permanently affect their 
emotional health and developing brains. 

Our hotline has become an essential child advocacy 
service in California, helping to ensure that every child in 
foster care is safe, free from fear, and has a stable and 
nurturing home. We are also are immensely grateful to you 
for your loyal, generous, and continuing support that allows 
us to ensure the “essentials of childhood” for children in 
foster care or at risk of entering care. 
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A D V O K I D S ’  H O T L I N E  D A T A  E X P O S E S  S Y S T E M  F A I L U R E S

21,000  FOSTER CHILDREN IN  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY L IV ING IN  OUT  OF  HOME CARE  WITH 
RELAT IVE  OR FOSTER CAREGIVERS ,  50% BETWEEN THE  AGES  OF  0 -5 .

ADVOKIDS  SUED LOS ANGELES  DEPARTMENT OF  CHILDREN AND FAMILY  SERVICES .  IN  OCTOBER 2017 ,  WE 
REACHED A  LANDMARK SETTLEMENT THAT  IMPROVED “NOTICE”  PRACT ICES  IN  LOS  ANGELES .

RELATIVE CAREGIVERS AND FOSTER PARENTS IN L.A:

•  Not consistently receiving notices of court hearings 
for the children in their care

•  Not given the opportunity to report to the court 

CHILDREN UNNECESSARILY REMOVED FROM SECURE 
AND STABLE PLACEMENTS:

• No requisite 7 day written notice to caregivers
•  Caregivers not given requisite opportunity to object

PROBLEM

ACTION

Robert and Sarah called Advokids’ Hotline for help after 9 agonizing months of waiting to have their 3 year old grandson Kai placed in 
their care. They had been an important part of Kai’s life since his birth and when he was abruptly removed from his mother’s care and 
placed in foster care, they rushed to claim him. They were stymied by the county child welfare agency’s continual delays in placing Kai 
with them and were allowed limited visitation with Kai. 

Advokids’ legal and social work staff helped Robert and Sarah intervene and access the juvenile court to let the judge know that 
Kai was suffering from his separation from them, his grandparents who he loved and trusted. 

The judge ordered more frequent visitation between Kai and his grandparents which quickly increased to overnight visits. Soon after 
overnight visits began, Kai’s foster parents, grandparents, and county social worker coordinated efforts to “transition” Kai to the home 
of his grand parents. Advokids continued to support Robert and Sarah until a permanent guardianship was established to secure Kai’s 
future in their care.

Advokids' 25th Anniversary Celebration



Their Future Is Calling
ADVOKIDS 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Saturday November 9, 2019 • 7:00pm-11:00pm
The Green Room, San Francisco War Memorial & Performing Arts Center, 401 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Platinum Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000
Platinum Sponsors will receive 20 VIP tickets with VIP Platinum 
recognition at the event and prominent logo recognition 
including save the date and program cover, center spread ad in 
the program, invitation, prominent signage at the event with 
a speaking opportunity, and recognition in press releases and 
communications.

Gold Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,000
Gold Sponsors will receive 15 VIP tickets with VIP Gold recognition 
at the event and logo recognition in the program, full page ad in 
the program, invitation, signage at the event, and recognition in 
press releases and communications.

Silver Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Silver Sponsors will receive 10 VIP tickets with VIP Silver 
recognition at the event and logo recognition in the program, 
half page ad in the program, invitation, signage at the event, and 
recognition in press releases and communications.

Bronze Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Bronze Sponsors will receive 5 VIP tickets with VIP Bronze 
recognition at the event and logo recognition in the program, 
quarter page ad in the program, invitation, signage at the event, 
and recognition in press releases and communications.

Patron Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Patron Sponsors will receive 2 VIP tickets at the event and quarter 
page ad in the program, and have a listing in the event program.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES 
Media Partner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  In-Kind
For more information regarding a Media Partnership, please 
contact Margaret Coyne at mcoyne@advokids.org.

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS
Patron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Includes recognition in the event program
Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250

PROTECTING CALIFORNIA’S FOSTER CHILDREN—ONE CALL AT A TIME

Celebrating 25 Years of Child Advocacy

BECOME A SPONSOR

https://www.classy.org/give/228726/#!/donation/checkout


PROTECTING CALIFORNIA’S FOSTER CHILDREN—ONE CALL AT A TIME

THOMAS & 
CASSIE’S STORY

Tanya became her 9-year-old grandson Thomas’s 
legal guardian after his parents were unable to 
care for him. Thomas regularly visited his baby 
sister Cassie, who was in foster care. When Cassie 
was moved out of their county, all visitation was 
terminated and Thomas was devastated. Tanya 
reached out to Advokids for help. We helped Tanya 
file a court petition on Thomas’ behalf, asking the 
court to reinstate sibling visits. In his petition to 
the court, Thomas stated that visitation was what 
was best for his baby sister because, “I love her 
and she knows happiness when she sees me.” The 
trial court denied Thomas’ petition so Advokids 
helped file an appeal, which Thomas won. The 
Court of Appeal decision stated that the county 
child welfare agency had “acted in excess of its 
authority” when it suspended visitation. 
Thomas 
and his 
baby sister 
are now a 
part of each 
other’s lives 
again.

“Through dozens of emails and call backs, Advokids 
has proven to me and my wife an unflinching 

commitment to providing free consultation and 
legal information to caregivers. By supporting the 
caregivers, Advokids is also supporting our most 
vulnerable population…foster children. I cannot 

underscore enough what a key role Advokids plays in 
California’s child welfare system.”

—JOHN SCHUTZMAN, CAREGIVER
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 OUR CHILD WELFARE PROGRAMS WHAT OUR CALLERS SAY

REMAIN IN FOSTER CARE 
 LONGER THAN OLDER CHILDREN

EXPERIENCE MULTIPLE PLACEMENTS

ARE MORE LIKELY  TO RE-ENTER CAREk

OUR SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE DEVELOPING BRAIN

Why focus on ages zero to five?

Statistically, this population of infants and children:

» STATEWIDE LEGAL EDUCATIONAL TRAININGS 

» STATEWIDE CHILD WELFARE REFORM & IMPACT 
LITIGATION

» APPELLATE AND AMICUS PROJECT

» FREE TELEPHONE HOTLINE

» CHILD WELFARE  ATTORNEY CONSULTATION LINE

» CHILD WELFARE LEGAL EDUCATIONAL WEBSITE



“Essentials of Childhood”:  Safe, Stable, Nurturing Relationships 
and Environments

For 25 years, caregivers, relatives, pediatricians, and therapists have 
called  Advokids’ Free Telephone Hotline when a young child’s essentials 
are threatened and they are exhibiting signs of stress and trauma. We 
help them bring valuable and expert information about children’s stress 
indicators, risks, and needs to the attention of the juvenile court. 

Advokids’ Hotline provides a rapid response because we know that when 
one of a child’s essential needs are not being met, children experience 
stress that can permanently affect their emotional health and developing 
brains.

Our hotline is an essential child advocacy service in California, helping to 
ensure that every child in foster care is safe, free from fear, and has a stable 
and nurturing home. 

 
                          

JOIN US IN PROTECTING CALIFORNIA’S FOSTER CHILDREN—ONE CALL AT A TIME

THE COMPOUND TRAUMA WE MITIGATE
KAI’S STORY

Robert and Sarah had 
been an important 
part of 
their grandson Kai’s 
life since his birth and 
had rushed to claim 
him after he was 
abruptly removed 
from his mother’s 
care and placed in 
foster care. Yet they were stymied by the county child welfare 
agency’s continual delays in placing their grandson with them, 
and were allowed limited visitation. After nine agonizing months 
of waiting, Robert and Sarah called Advokids’ Hotline for help. 
Our legal and social work staff helped them access the juvenile 
court to let the judge know that Kai was suffering from his 
separation from his grandparents, whom he loved and trusted. 
The judge ordered more frequent visitation between Kai and his 
grandparents which quickly increased to overnight visits. Soon 
after overnight visits began, Kai’s foster parents, grandparents, 
and county social worker coordinated efforts to “transition” 
Kai to the home of Robert and Sarah. Advokids continued to 
support Robert and Sarah until a permanent guardianship was 
established to secure Kai’s future in their care.

TEMPORARY PLACEMENTS

LOSS OF RELATIONSHIPS

IN FOSTER CARE TOO LONG

NO MENTAL HEALTH 
SPECIALIST

UNNECESSARY MOVES

NO PRIMARY CARE 
PHYSICIAN




