
Dear Friends,
Almost every day we are asked about Advokids and the 
children we serve. The key to answering is as much in the 
“why” as in the “how” we serve. Advokids fights for the 
rights of abused and neglected children because they 
cannot fight for themselves.
Unlike other judicial systems in this country, the child
welfare “dependency” system operates with very little 
public scrutiny. The highly confidential nature of the system
was designed to protect children from exploitation. 
However the shield of confidentiality also keeps our foster 
children outside the public eye and outside the healthy 
system of checks and balances that is critical to ensuring 
fairness and accountability.
Advokids exists because every time a child enters foster 
care we are presented with an incredible opportunity to
make a foster child’s life better. If that is not what is
happening, Advokids helps concerned adults step in and 
step up. Last year Advokids served over 2000 children and
adults through its combined legal services and programs.
Children who are abused or neglected, especially those 
ages 0-3, face tremendous challenges because when they 
experience abuse or neglect they are hit with a “triple 
impact:”
✚ The traumatic event that brought them into foster care
✚ Their inability to communicate about it
✚ Their inability to understand when the threat is gone and 
to know when they are safe.

Even though young children may not understand what is 
happening when they are abused, neglected, or experience
the loss of a caregiver or sibling, their brains are profoundly 
affected by the event or loss. This makes children in foster
care very vulnerable. They need emotional security, 
stability, and a devoted caregiver to overcome their 
vulnerabilities.
Every time our telephone Hotline rings, Advokids’ Hotline 
staff seizes the opportunity to intervene and help advocate 
for a foster child’s right to a childhood where their needs 
come first, and they are allowed the opportunity to have a
life of love and happiness. What a privilege it is!

advokids.org 

Protecting the right of every foster child
in California to safety, security, 
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Dear Friends,

Please take a minute and imagine a world where every 
time a child is abused or neglected and enters foster care, 
a team gathers, no matter the hour of the day or night. The 
county social worker, a child mental health specialist, and a 
pediatrician, along with friends and family members, share 
all of the information they have about the child—his/her 
current medical and emotional needs, history of adversity, 
fears, vulnerabilities, behaviors, and a list of who the child 
looks to for safety and support. This team comes together 
and makes a plan to ensure what the The Center For Dis-
ease Control calls “The Essentials of Childhood:”

+  Safety: The extent to which a child is free from fear and 
secure from physical or psychological harm

+  Stability: The degree of predictability and consistency in 
a child’s social, emotional, and physical environment

+  Nurturing: The extent to which a parent or caregiver is 
available and able to sensitively and consistently respond 
to, and meet the needs of the child. The team stays on 
board and hovers to ensure that the child continues to 
heal and thrive. 

For the majority of foster children in California, this “dream 
team” doesn’t exist. We know from the 1,022 children’s 
stories we heard on Advokids’ Free Telephone Hotline over 
the last 12 months, that when a young child’s essentials 
are threatened and a child is exhibiting signs of stress and 

trauma, their caregivers, relatives, treating pediatricians, 
and therapists who call us often have no idea what to do or 
who to call about their concerns for the child.

Our legal and social work staff work everyday to create, 
inform and support “dream teams” for foster children and 
to help them bring valuable and expert information about 
the child’s stress indicators, risks, and needs to the atten-
tion of the juvenile court. Advokids’ Hotline provides a rapid 
response because we know that when one of a child’s “es-
sential” needs are not being met, children experience stress
that can permanently affect their emotional health and 
developing brains.

Our hotline is an essential child advocacy service in 
California, helping to ensure that every child in foster care is 
safe, free from fear, and has a stable and nurturing home. 
We are immensely grateful to you for your loyal,  generous, 
and continuing support that allows us to ensure the 
“essentials of childhood” for children in foster care or at risk 
of entering care.

1,037 STATEWIDE 
HOTLINE CASES

21% INCREASE IN NEW 
HOTLINE CASES

1,022 
CHILDREN SERVED
(53% UNDER THE AGE OF 3)
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Dear Friends,
Almost every day we are asked about Advokids and the 
children we serve. The key to answering is as much in the 
“why” as in the “how” we serve. Advokids fights for the 
rights of abused and neglected children because they 
cannot fight for themselves.
Unlike other judicial systems in this country, the child
welfare “dependency” system operates with very little 
public scrutiny. The highly confidential nature of the system
was designed to protect children from exploitation. 
However the shield of confidentiality also keeps our foster 
children outside the public eye and outside the healthy 
system of checks and balances that is critical to ensuring 
fairness and accountability.
Advokids exists because every time a child enters foster 
care we are presented with an incredible opportunity to
make a foster child’s life better. If that is not what is
happening, Advokids helps concerned adults step in and 
step up. Last year Advokids served over 2000 children and
adults through its combined legal services and programs.
Children who are abused or neglected, especially those 
ages 0-3, face tremendous challenges because when they 
experience abuse or neglect they are hit with a “triple 
impact:”
✚ The traumatic event that brought them into foster care
✚ Their inability to communicate about it
✚ Their inability to understand when the threat is gone and 
to know when they are safe.

Even though young children may not understand what is 
happening when they are abused, neglected, or experience
the loss of a caregiver or sibling, their brains are profoundly 
affected by the event or loss. This makes children in foster
care very vulnerable. They need emotional security, 
stability, and a devoted caregiver to overcome their 
vulnerabilities.
Every time our telephone Hotline rings, Advokids’ Hotline 
staff seizes the opportunity to intervene and help advocate 
for a foster child’s right to a childhood where their needs 
come first, and they are allowed the opportunity to have a
life of love and happiness. What a privilege it is!
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A D V O K I D S ’  H O T L I N E  D A T A  E X P O S E S  S Y S T E M  F A I L U R E S

21,000  FOSTER CHILDREN IN  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY ARE  L IV ING IN  OUT  OF  HOME CARE  WITH 
RELAT IVE  OR FOSTER CAREGIVERS ,  50% ARE  BETWEEN THE  AGES  OF  0  AND 5 .

ADVOKIDS  SUED LOS ANGELES  DEPARTMENT OF  CHILDREN AND FAMILY  SERVICES .  IN  OCTOBER 2017 ,  WE 
REACHED A  LANDMARK SETTLEMENT THAT  IMPROVED “NOTICE”  PRACT ICES  IN  LOS  ANGELES .

RELATIVE CAREGIVERS AND FOSTER PARENTS IN L.A:

•  Not consistently receiving notices of court hearings 
for the children in their care

•  Not given the  opportunity to report to the court 
about their concerns for the child

Robert and Sarah called Advokids’ Hotline for help after 9 agonizing 
months of waiting to have their 3-year-old grandson Kai placed in 
their care.  They had been an important part of Kai’s life since his 
birth and when he was abruptly removed from his mother’s care and 
placed in foster care, they rushed to claim him. They were stymied 
by the county child welfare agency’s continual delays in placing Kai 
with them and were allowed limited visitation with Kai.  Advokids’ 
legal and social work staff helped Robert and Sarah intervene and 
access the juvenile court to let the judge know that Kai was suffer-
ing from his separation from them, his grandparents, who he loved 
and trusted. 

The judge ordered more frequent visitation between Kai and his 
grandparents which quickly increased to overnight visits. Soon after 
overnight visits began, Kai’s foster parents, grandparents, and county social worker coordinated efforts to “transition” 
Kai to the home of Robert and Sarah. Advokids continued to support Robert and Sarah until a permanent guardianship 
was established to secure Kai’s future in their care.

CHILDREN UNNECESSARILY REMOVED FROM SECURE 
AND STABLE PLACEMENTS:

• No requisite 7 day written notice to caregivers
•  Caregivers not given requisite opportunity to object

PROBLEM

ACTION

IMPACT

•  More relative & foster caregivers will attend court hearings and 
be a voice for the children in their care.

•  Caregiver Information Forms will be read and considered by the 
judge allowing them to make more informed decisions about 
what is best for a child.

•  Fewer children will face precipitous and unnecessary placement 
disruptions when caregivers are given notice of placement change 
and the opportunity to object.

K A I ’ S  S T O R Y



Dear Friends,
Almost every day we are asked about Advokids and the 
children we serve. The key to answering is as much in the 
“why” as in the “how” we serve. Advokids fights for the 
rights of abused and neglected children because they 
cannot fight for themselves.
Unlike other judicial systems in this country, the child
welfare “dependency” system operates with very little 
public scrutiny. The highly confidential nature of the system
was designed to protect children from exploitation. 
However the shield of confidentiality also keeps our foster 
children outside the public eye and outside the healthy 
system of checks and balances that is critical to ensuring 
fairness and accountability.
Advokids exists because every time a child enters foster 
care we are presented with an incredible opportunity to
make a foster child’s life better. If that is not what is
happening, Advokids helps concerned adults step in and 
step up. Last year Advokids served over 2000 children and
adults through its combined legal services and programs.
Children who are abused or neglected, especially those 
ages 0-3, face tremendous challenges because when they 
experience abuse or neglect they are hit with a “triple 
impact:”
✚ The traumatic event that brought them into foster care
✚ Their inability to communicate about it
✚ Their inability to understand when the threat is gone and 
to know when they are safe.

Even though young children may not understand what is 
happening when they are abused, neglected, or experience
the loss of a caregiver or sibling, their brains are profoundly 
affected by the event or loss. This makes children in foster
care very vulnerable. They need emotional security, 
stability, and a devoted caregiver to overcome their 
vulnerabilities.
Every time our telephone Hotline rings, Advokids’ Hotline 
staff seizes the opportunity to intervene and help advocate 
for a foster child’s right to a childhood where their needs 
come first, and they are allowed the opportunity to have a
life of love and happiness. What a privilege it is!

advokids.org 

Protecting the right of every foster child
in California to safety, security, 

and a permanent home. 
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Many children come to the attention of the Advokids’ 
Hotline with urgent and immediate needs that require 
a local, dedicated and skilled attorney to jump in and 
advocate on their behalf. Advokids’ Pro Bono Attorney 
Program provides the “boots on the ground.” This 
powerful network, 150 strong, increased by 20% in 
2017 and includes eight newly recruited San Francisco 
attorneys from the influential law firm of Murphy 
Pearson Bradley & Feeney. 

We are so grateful to our pro bono attorneys, from 24 
counties throughout the state who have joined us in 
our fight to protect every foster child’s right to safety, 
security, and a nurturing home. Read about 1-year-old 
Eli and how pro bono attorney Tom Paoli of Paoli & 
Geerhart LLP helped to secure his future.

Rebecca and John received baby Eli into their foster home when he was 
3 months old. He was born drug and alcohol exposed and was far behind 
healthy infant developmental milestones. Over the next twelve months 
his foster parents, a team of specialized health professionals, and occu-
pational therapists worked tirelessly to give Eli the care and support he 
needed to overcome his deficits and grow into a thriving healthy baby.

After thirteen consecutive months with his foster family, when it was time 
to move forward with the permanent plan of adoption, Eli’s social worker 
proposed a plan to move him to an out-of-state relative. Eli had met this 
relative only once, during a brief visit. Rebecca and John called Advokids 
to ask how they could advocate for Eli. They understood that Eli’s emo-
tional growth and development were dependent on a stable, predictable, 
and nurturing caregiving relationship.They were concerned that Eli would 
suffer a traumatic loss if abruptly moved out of state. Advokids’ Hotline 
staff explained how they could bring their concerns to the juvenile court 
judge who ultimately should decide what plan was in Eli’s best interest. 
Advokids’ enlisted the help of Tom Paoli, an attorney on our pro bono 
roster, and Wendy von Wiederhold, Ph.D, a pro bono child development 
expert. Together with Eli’s pediatrician and caregivers, over the course 
of several months, this “dream team” demonstrated to the court that 
considering the adversities he had already faced in is short life, his close 
bond with his caregivers, and the critical stage of his development at 
one year of age, an unnecessary move would not be best for Eli. After 21 
months, Eli is on track to be adopted and become a permanent member 
of Rebecca and John’s family.

P R O G R A M  G R O W T H :  P R O  B O N O  A T T O R N E Y  P R O G R A M

E L I ’ S  S T O R Y

Any intervention that separates a 
child from the primary caregiver who 
provides psychological support should 
be treated as a matter of urgency and 
profound importance. Any potential 
move raises numerous concerns. 
Separations from loving parental figures 
are typically associated with numerous 
disruptions in attachment relationships. 
These losses and lack of permanence 
undermine a child’s attempt to form a 
secure attachment. The more changes 
in caregivers young children in foster 
care experience the more likely they are 
to exhibit oppositional behavior, crying, 
clinging, depression, and anxiety. 

– WENDY VON WIEDERHOLD, PH.D

“

Pro bono attorney 
Whitney Carlson of 
Murphy Pearson Bradley 
& Feeney

Pro bono attorney Laura 
Grealish of Murphy 
Pearson Bradley & 
Feeney
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M A N Y  T H A N K S  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  D O N O R S ! 

5643 Paradise Dr.
Suite 12-B
Corte Madera, CA 94925

T H A N K  Y O U .

Because of you more children are safe, 
secure, and in stable, permanent homes.

MAJOR DONORS ($500  &  ABOVE)F INANCIALS

Advokids
5643 Paradise Drive Suite 12-B
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Advokids Board of Directors Patricia Black, Margaret Coyne, Jocelyn Corbett, Mike Davis, Patricia Hester, Christin Lawler, 
Christine Hiler, Dan McKenzie, Theresa Driscoll Moore, Janet Sherwood


