
Dear Friends,
Almost every day we are asked about Advokids and the 
children we serve. The key to answering is as much in the 
“why” as in the “how” we serve. Advokids fights for the 
rights of abused and neglected children because they 
cannot fight for themselves.
Unlike other judicial systems in this country, the child 
welfare “dependency” system operates with very little 
public scrutiny. The highly confidential nature of the system 
was designed to protect children from exploitation. 
However the shield of confidentiality also keeps our foster 
children outside the public eye and outside the healthy 
system of checks and balances that is critical to ensuring 
fairness and accountability.
Advokids exists because every time a child enters foster 
care we are presented with an incredible opportunity to 
make a foster child’s life better. If that is not what is 
happening, Advokids helps concerned adults step in and 
step up. Last year Advokids served over 2000 children and 
adults through its combined legal services and programs. 
Children who are abused or neglected, especially those 
ages 0-3, face tremendous challenges because when they 
experience abuse or neglect they are hit with a “triple 
impact:”
✚ The traumatic event that brought them into foster care
✚ Their inability to communicate about it
✚ Their inability to understand when the threat is gone and 
to know when they are safe.

Even though young children may not understand what is 
happening when they are abused, neglected, or experience 
the loss of a caregiver or sibling, their brains are profoundly 
affected by the event or loss. This makes children in foster 
care very vulnerable. They need emotional security, 
stability, and a devoted caregiver to overcome their 
vulnerabilities.
Every time our telephone Hotline rings, Advokids’ Hotline 
staff seizes the opportunity to intervene and help advocate 
for a foster child’s right to a childhood where their needs 
come first, and they are allowed the opportunity to have a 
life of love and happiness. What a privilege it is!
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Concern Hotline Protection
A child experiencing 
trauma or neglect

Provide immediate help 
and resources to 

intervene on behalf of 
a child

Provide the juvenile 
court with critical 
information about 

a child

How We Serve

Jake was 10 years old and had been in and out of 
foster care since the age of 3. He had been returned 
to his mother’s care twice but both times he had to 
re-enter foster care because he wasn’t safe.  When 
Jake re-entered foster care in 2017,  Jake’s mother 
was no longer considered for placement. Jake’s 
father had not had any contact with Jake for the 
previous 6 years despite the county social workers’ 
repeated attempts to engage him in a relationship 
with Jake. However Jake’s father was now being 
considered for placement. 

When Jake began visits with his father he started to 
experience serious behavioral indicators of stress and 
anxiety. His foster parents were concerned for him 
and voiced their concerns to his social worker and his 
attorney but the visits continued,  as did Jake’s fears 
and anxieties. Jake’s foster parents reached out to 
Advokids to learn how to go directly to the juvenile 
court to protect Jake. With Advokids’ help, they 
successfully petitioned the juvenile court for a hearing 
to voice their concerns about Jake and ask the court 
to mitigate any further trauma. The judge, grateful for 
the information they brought to his attention, 
suspended visitation and requested medical and 
mental health assessments to ensure safe, secure,  
and healthy visits for Jake.  The judge prioritized 
Jake’s emotional and developmental well being. A 
win for Jake! 

“Through dozens of e-mails and call 
backs, Advokids has proven to me 
and my wife an unflinching 
commitment to providing free 
consultation and legal information to 
caregivers. By supporting the 
caregivers, Advokids is also 
supporting our most vulnerable 
population... foster children. I cannot 
underscore enough what a key role 
Advokids plays in California’s child 
welfare system”

John Schutzman
Jake’s Foster Dad

Jake’s Story
Isaiah MJ
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Andrew came into foster care at birth and was placed in a 
foster-to adopt home with Alicia and her husband. Andrew 
was 11 months old and thriving in their care when Alicia 
was told that Andrew was to be moved to a distant cousin 
whom he had never met. When Alicia called Advokids, 
visits had begun with the cousin and Alicia and Andrew’s 
pediatrician were very concerned about Andrew and the 
behavioral and health stress signals that Andrew was 
exhibiting after visits, including asthma attacks.

Mindful of the trauma a placement disruption could cause, 
Advokids’ hotline staff helped Alicia petition the juvenile 
court and share a letter of medical concern from Andrew’s 
pediatrician. In his letter, the doctor described the 
symptoms Andrew was exhibiting and shared the research 

findings on the dangers of precipitously moving a 12 month old who is securely attached to his caregivers.

Advokids also reached out to our pro bono panel and enlisted an attorney to help Andrew’s foster-to- adopt 
parents.  With the help of the pro bono attorney, Andrew’s foster-to-adopt parents fully participated in their 
court hearing and brought vital information to the judge about Andrew and the laws that protected his current 
placement.  As a result, the court intervened to stop the move and ordered Andrew to remain with Alicia and her 
husband, caregivers who had a deep, stable bond that was deemed to be critical for Andrew’s well being. They 
are currently awaiting adoption finalization.

Andrew’s Story 
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Duane Morris LLP exemplifies the 
powerful influence law firms and 
corporations can have on California foster 
children and their futures. Our November 
2016 Foster Child Advocates of the Year 
Awards would not have been possible 
without Duane Morris LLP and senior 
partner Brian Kelly’s commitment and 
generous donation of time, venue, and 
funding. The biennial celebration honoring 
attorney Blaire Stokes and software 
engineer Loic Juillard was a great success, 

helping to develop partnerships 
and raise awareness. Duane Morris 
is a champion for children and 
justice, and a  valued contributor to 
the community safety net we are 
working to build to protect all 
children. Thank you Brian Kelly and 
Duane Morris LLP! 
(We look forward to seeing you at 
our awards event in the Fall of 
2018).

Thank you.
Because of you more children are safe, 

secure, and in stable, permanent homes.

Advokids operates on the 
front lines to assist concerned 
adults seeking to advocate for 
children in foster care or at 
risk of entering care. When 
hotline clients need direct 
representation, we refer them 
to members of our giving and 
compassionate Pro Bono 
Attorney Panel. Ninety 
California attorneys have 

joined our panel to provide 
direct representation for our 
hotline clients requiring urgent 
intervention and access to the 
juvenile court. Pro Bono 
attorneys are a critical part of 
our statewide community 
safety net! Interested? Visit 
our Pro Bono web page.  
Children need you!

Duane Morris LLP

Brian Kelly of Duane 
Morris with his 
daughter Sarah

Hotline client Tianna 
Clemens with Advokids Pro 
Bono Attorney Blaire Stokes
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